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Kenneth W. Starr has lent his efforts to the cause of Michael Morales as a matter of personal conscience. Having been 
made aware of the significant legal issues in this deeply troubling case, and having been made aware of the judge’s own 
declaration that the death sentence issued to Morales was unjust, Mr. Starr, Dean of the Pepperdine University School 
of Law, joined the cause late in the appeal process.  He has acted honorably and professionally in all respects during the 
nearly one month he has been associated with this case. 

Some news reports about Dean Starr’s involvement in the recent petition for clemency have been inadequate and even 
misleading.  Dean Starr joined the Michael Morales case on Jan. 25, 2006, two days before the petition for clemency was 
filed.  And, as stated by lead counsel David Senior in a letter dated Feb. 15, to Governor Schwarzenegger on the matter 
“at no time did Ken participate in the investigation into the facts, nor was he asked to...Ken’s work did not include any 
co-laboring or communicating with, or in directing or supervising, the investigators in the field.” His brief but significant 
role included drafting the introduction to the appeal and serving to bring light to the merits of the case in the court of 
public opinion.

Dean Starr has not, in any way, been involved with the publicized and reportedly false jury declarations in his role as 
co-counsel in the clemency petition filed on behalf of Michael Morales. Controversial juror declarations were allegedly the 
work of one long-established investigator Ms. Culhane who has— since the start of this controversy— been unreachable 
for comment.  Mr. Senior and Dean Starr continue to take the allegations surrounding the jurors’ declarations with utmost 
seriousness as they conduct an internal investigation into the matter.

Despite the withdrawn declarations, a key piece of undisputable evidence in support of the petition for clemency keeps 
Dean Starr and Mr. Senior confident of the merits of Morales’ case: The Honorable Charles R. McGrath, who sentenced 
Michael Morales to death in the trial, did so in large part because of false testimony given by a now discredited jail-house 
informant.  In a rare move, Judge McGrath has also petitioned for Morales’ clemency, and has stated in his letter of Jan. 
25 to the governor that his sentencing position was based on false testimony. In other words, the sentencing judge himself 
believes that the sentence was a serious error.

Dean Starr and Mr. Senior believe that Mr. Morales deserves serious punishment since he is guilty of a heinous crime.  
They are asking Governor Schwarzenegger to change Morales’ sentence to life imprisonment without possibility of parole 
as his original sentence was, they believe, unjust in light of the false testimony which informed it. 
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